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City of Tamarac Commercial Façade Grant Program 
 

Program Overview 
 Tamarac’s primary economic development goal is to revitalize commercial corridors and modernize outdated retail plaza 

properties in order to improve appearance and to attract and retain quality restaurant and retail businesses. 
 
 Grant reimbursement is available for 50% of total eligible costs, up to a maximum of $250,000, for comprehensive, approved 

fixed capital improvements made to the exterior of the property. Reimbursement is issued upon project completion. 
 

Further opportunities for additional grant funding or in-kind contributions:   
 In-Kind Public Art Contribution: Sculptures, murals, or other placemaking installations in public plaza 

spaces may be provided through the Tamarac Public Art Fund/Committee. Selections will be recommended 
by the Public Art Committee and submitted for final approval by the property owner. If accepted, the property 
owner must enter into a Maintenance Agreement for the ongoing care of the artwork. 
 

 Staff will evaluate the submissions on a first-come, first-served basis and select those that provide significant renovation and 
visual improvement to the community, serving as a catalyst for other businesses and to complement area improvements. 

 All proposed projects are subject to be reviewed by the City’s Grant Review Panel. The panel will provide a formal 
recommendation to the City Commission, which holds final approval authority for both the project and the Grant Agreement 
between the City of Tamarac and the developer or property owner. 

 Grant funds will be reimbursed upon successful project completion in accordance with the Grant Agreement and approved 
Scope of Work.   

 The project must be completed within 24-months of Grant Agreement execution to include obtaining Site Plan approval (Major 
or Minor) and the required Permits and beginning construction within the first 12-months; and completing construction and 
submitting for reimbursement prior to the 24-month term expiration. 

 This is a discretionary grant program and benefits are not to be construed as an entitlement of a property owner or applicant.  
 

Project Eligibility and Scope 
 Retail plaza owners with proposed comprehensive and transformative plaza renovation projects in Tamarac.   

 Project scope improvements must address the following project elements:  

1. Façade improvements to include transformative exterior architectural upgrades to significantly modernize plaza 
appearance (see photo references in appendix referencing the desired ‘before’ and ‘after’ impact) 

2. Plaza Parking Lot and Plaza Landscaping improvements are mandatory as specified for new plaza 
development to bring existing plaza parking lots and landscaping design into compliance with the Tamarac Land 
Development Code that was updated in 2018. 

3. Address updated plaza Signage (monument and tenant) and plaza exterior Lighting  

4. Incorporate Public Placemaking Design Elements with public gathering areas such as new modern well-
designed outdoor plaza seating areas with water and lighting features, artwork, shade and landscaping, pavers. 

 Property owners must retain ownership of the property for a minimum of twenty-four (24) months following the disbursement of 
grant funds. If the property is sold within this period, the full grant amount must be repaid to the City. Additionally, the property 
must be properly maintained and kept free of code violations or liens for a minimum of five (5) years after the grant 
disbursement. If the property is sold during this five-year period, the new owner must agree in writing to uphold the terms of 
the original agreement, including ongoing maintenance obligations. Failure to comply may result in the full repayment of the 



 
 

 

 

 

grant. 
 Property to be improved must be free of all municipal and county liens, judgments, or encumbrances of any kind. This 

provision can be waived for City code violations if development plans address exterior-related violations. 

Eligible Expenses 
Only those expenses concerning exterior aesthetic improvements to plaza properties will be considered for funding. These 
expenses include, but are not limited to: 
 Soft costs including architectural and engineering professional services 
 Landscaping and parking facilities improvements to meet retail plaza specifications in updated Land Development Code  
 Façade exterior repair and upgrades, demolition and construction 
 Exterior lighting and related electrical work 
 Exterior monument and tenant signage 
 Exterior window upgrades, doors, and awning 

Ineligible Expenses 

The following items are examples of what will not be considered for funding by the Program: 
 Any interior improvements or repairs 
 Roof repair/replacement; HVAC repair/replacement; Security system repair/replacement 
 Equipment, inventory, furnishings, decorations, or supplies (non-fixed improvements) 
 Purchase of real property, rent, lease, or mortgage payments 
 Work inconsistent with design guidelines pursuant to zoning and land use regulations 
 Sweat equity, business payroll, owner agent fees or services 
 Project work started prior to the Grant Agreement approval 

Grant Review Process 
The City of Tamarac will endeavor to expeditiously process applications:   

1) The staff Grant Review Panel (GRP) meets monthly with applicants and will review and recommend projects to the City 
Commission for final approval to execute the Grant Agreement. The determination to approve or deny funding is final.  

2) Upon City Commission approval of Grant Agreement, Applicant must apply to finalize their site plan (submit application for 
Minor or Major Site Plan approval) with the Community Development Department prior to submitting for Building Permits. 

Reimbursement Process 
 Incentive grant funds are disbursed on a reimbursement basis for eligible and pre-approved expenses only. 
 No incentive grant funds will be disbursed prior to inspection and receipt of final approvals by the City’s Building 

Department, and any other required final approval, if applicable. 
 Reimbursement procedures are stipulated in the Grant Agreement and the City of Tamarac will disburse 

reimbursement funds in a timely manner after all required documentation has been submitted. 

Permitting  

 The City of Tamarac is designated as a Building Permit Platinum City and has taken extra steps to help ensure 
businesses have a first-rate experience when going through the development review/permitting process. Tamarac and 
Broward County have teamed up to launch ePermitsOneStop, a centralized website that allows developers to submit 
their application and have plans reviewed online for permits, licenses, and approvals in a quicker and more streamlined 
process.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

TO APPLY (6 - STEP PROCESS) 
 

STEP 1: Submit a Commercial Façade Grant application through the online portal at 
www.TamaracEDO.com. 
 
STEP 2: City staff will review your application for compliance with program guidelines. 
 
STEP 3: Once approved for compliance by staff, you will be scheduled to meet with the City’s Grant 
Review Panel. 
 
STEP 4: The Grant Review Panel will evaluate your project. 
 
STEP 5: Upon approval from the Grant Review Panel, the City will provide you with a Grant Agreement 
for signature. You will then be recommended to present your project to the City Commission. 
 
STEP 6: Once approved by the City Commission, the Grant Agreement will be signed by all parties and 
executed. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• NO CONSTRUCTION shall begin until the Grant Agreement is signed by all parties. Improvements 
initiated prior to approval by the City of Tamarac will not be eligible for reimbursement. 

• The City reserves the right to have the application reviewed by an outside third party if 
deemed necessary. 

♦ Plaza landscaping and plaza parking lot improvements must adhere to the updated Land 
Development Code of the City of Tamarac.  All projects must incorporate the plaza parking lot and 
plaza landscaping improvements, and commercial signage, that align with the updated 
provisions for plazas specified in the Tamarac Land Development Code. 

♦ Property to be improved must be free of all municipal and county liens, judgments, or 
government encumbrances of any kind. This provision may be waived by the City of Tamarac if 
development plans for said property address all exterior code violations.  Upon grant approval, 
said property must remain free of all municipal and county liens, judgments, or government 
encumbrances of any kind under the terms of the Grant Agreement. 

http://www.tamaracedo.com/


 
 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 
 

Plaza Renovation Project Examples 
“Before & After” Project Impact Desired for Grant Applicants 

Plaza Example #1 
 

Before: 

 
 
After:  

 



 
 

 

 

 

Plaza Example #2 
 

Before: 
 

 
 
 

After: 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Plaza Example #3 
 
Before:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After:  
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